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Advanced imaging technology enhances security by detecting both metallic and non-metallic threat items concealed under layers of clothing. With advanced imaging technology TSA is able to proactively stay ahead of evolving threats to ensure your safety.
Tips to Speed You Through Imaging Technology

Before going through this technology, we strongly recommend removing ALL items from your pockets and certain accessories that you might be wearing, including your wallet, belt, bulky jewelry, money, keys, and cell phone.  

Removing all of these items will reduce your chances of needing additional screening after you exit the machine.  

To avoid the chance of leaving any of your personal items behind, we recommend that you place them in your carry-on bag prior to entering the checkpoint.
How Advanced Imaging Helps Keep Passengers Safe 

TSA currently uses two types of imaging technology. One type – millimeter wave – uses electromagnetic waves to generate the same generic outline of a person for all passengers. The other type – backscatter – uses, low level X-ray to create an image that resembles a chalk etching. Both technologies produce an image in seconds.

Imaging Technology is Optional for All Passengers

This technology is optional for all passengers.  If a passenger prefers, they can opt for alternative screening, which will include a thorough pat-down. At airports, TSA posts multiple signs informing passengers about how the technology works.  

Again, this technology is optional, but the vast majority of passengers prefer to pass through it, versus receiving alternative screening. In fact, in TSA pilots, over 98 percent of passengers who are presented the option prefer it over other types of screening.

Protecting Passenger Privacy 

Currently all millimeter wave units use Automated Target Recognition software which eliminates passenger –specific images. This software highlights potential threat items on a generic outline of a person that is identical for all passengers. If no potential threats are detected, an “OK” appears on a screen and the passenger is cleared to continue. 

With backscatter technology, the officer who assists the passenger at the machine never sees the image the technology produces. The image produced with backscatter technology is evaluated for security by a second officer who is remotely located in a secure resolution room, and will never see the passenger. A privacy filter is also applied to blur all images to further protect the passenger's identity.  
Finally, this technology is configured so that when it is delivered to airports it cannot store, print, transmit or save images. 
Safety Information
Millimeter wave units emit thousands of times less energy than a regular cell phone.  
The radiation produced from screening with the current TSA backscatter technology is less than the radiation received from two minutes of flight in an airplane. 
The dose limits are set to protect all members of the public, which include individuals who may be more susceptible to radiation-induced health effects, such as pregnant women, children, and persons receiving radiation treatment for medical conditions.
Your Safety is Our Priority

Advanced imaging technology is just one of TSA’s many layers of security – all of them working to protect our nation’s transportation system and keep you secure while you fly.  Your safety is our priority.
