FRSGP Conference Call Summary
December 10, 2009

1:00PM EST
Opening Comments:

TSA: Welcome and thank you for calling in today.  This is the first of many weekly conference calls for the FY2010 Freight Rail Security Grant Program (FRSGP).  We have a few announcements and some updates to share with you. 

The grant guidance was released on Tuesday, December 8, 2009 and it is now available on the Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) website. 
The FY2010 funding priorities have not changed much from last year.  
· Class I railroad carriers may request funding for security awareness and emergency response training for railroad frontline employees and security exercises.  
· Class II and Class III freight railroad carriers may request funding to conduct a vulnerability assessment and to develop a security plan or they may request funding for security awareness and emergency response training for frontline employees if they have already completed a vulnerability assessment and security plan.  
· Owners and offerors of railroad cars that transport poisonous by inhalation/toxic inhalation hazardous (TIH) materials may use grant funds to acquire, install, and operate satellite GPS tracking on those railcars.  
· A new category eligible for funding in FY2010, owners of rail bridges that span the Western Rivers System, which is defined as the Mississippi River and connecting waterways, including the Ohio and Missouri Rivers may apply for infrastructure hardening capabilities.  
There is a match requirement of at least 25 percent (25%) of the total approved project costs for all projects except vulnerability assessments and security plans which have no match requirement.  The match may be cash or in-kind.
Drills and exercises are allowable costs for front-line employees.  

The Management and Administration (M&A) fee has been increased from 3 percent (3%) to 5 percent (5%).

Those are the major updates that we have. We would now like to open up the call for any questions.

Questions and Answers: 

Please see the following website for questions and answers: http://www.tsa.gov/grants.
Closing Comments: 

A quick reminder that the FY2010 FRSGP Workshop is next Wednesday, December 16, 2009 at the O'Hare Airport Marriott in Chicago, IL.  At the workshop, we will provide an overview of the FY2010 grant program, discuss any key changes to the program and answer any questions that you may have.  If you have not yet registered for the workshop, you may still do so by sending an email to ASKCSID ASKCSID@dhs.gov.

For those that are unable to attend the workshop, we will be holding our weekly conference call on Thursday, December 17 at 1:00PM EST.  The call in number is 877-988-9660 and the passcode is 6827433.  The workshop presentation and the transcripts from the workshop and all weekly conference calls will be posted on our TSA grants website (www.tsa.gov/grants) so you may go there for additional information.  
If you have any questions, you may submit them via an email to ASKCSID ASKCSID@dhs.gov and carbon copy TSA GrantsTSAGrants@dhs.gov.  All questions received by email are posted on the website anonymously.  We do this to ensure that everyone receives the same information.

If there are no other questions, we will either see you next week in Chicago at the workshop or talk with you soon on one of the weekly conference calls. 

This concludes the call.

