With the scheduled maintenance on grants.gov occurring during our application period, is there a possibility that the due date may change? 

As the scheduled maintenance on grants.gov does not affect your ability to complete your applications, the application due date of February 12, 2010 is not being extended at this time.  You can still download the application materials prior to the disruption and complete them off-line while grants.gov is down from February 6 through February 9, 2010.  You may submit your completed applications through grants.gov before February 6, 2010 or after February 9, 2010.  We suggest that you submit your application before February 6, 2010. 

One of the questions at the Chicago workshop concerned Management &Administration (M&A) and its relation to cost share.  The response at that time was that you would check with your legal counsel.  Has there been any decision as to whether M&A can be considered a cost share?

The general rule of thumb is if the expense is an allowable cost for grant funds, it is allowable as a grant expense.  Management and Administration (M&A) is an allowable cost under the grant and therefore, if you choose to use your own funds to cover costs associated with the M&A of the grant, it could be considered a cost share. 

I understand that infrastructures that are over 50-years old will require at least one Environmental Planning and Historical Preservation Review (EHP) for an infrastructure hardening project.  Could you explain the EHP process? 

There are three (3) types of Environmental Planning and Historical Preservation Reviews (EHPs).  Type A projects are the projects which are relatively easy in that they do not require an extensive environmental review.  Type A projects are typically training, drills and exercises and planning projects.  Type B projects are infrastructure hardening projects and equipment installation projects.  Type C projects are projects that require an extensive EHP review. Type C projects, however, are usually quite rare.  FEMA is required to complete the EHP review at the federal level for all project types and will contact you with instructions.  If you contact your State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) ahead of time, they can assist you with the state environmental review process.  If you receive a letter from the SHPO that states that there will not be any environmental impact as a result of your project, you can submit that letter to FEMA and they may consider it as part of their review.  If more information is needed to conduct the EHP review than what is in your grant application, FEMA will contact you.  It is important to note that no EHP review of a project is really waived as even Type A projects get reviewed, albeit quickly.  Your project is reviewed for its potential to impact the environment and signed-off on if there is a determination that there is no environmental impact.  If you have any more questions about the EHP, you can send them in an email to us at: ASKCSID (ASKCSID@dhs.gov) and TSA Grants (TSAGrants@tsa.dhs.gov).  

