In the FRSGP FY 2010 guidance you talk about infrastructure hardening, is that strictly for bridges? Could we use it to harden the facility where we load our chemicals?

Infrastructure hardening projects are specifically for the hardening of bridges which span the Western River System.  

Is Martinez, CA considered part of the San Francisco Bay area?  

If you send us that question in writing, we will look into it and get back to you.  Send your email to TSA Grants (TSAGrants@tsa.dhs.gov) and ASKCSID (ASKCSID@dhs.gov).   

Follow up:  Yes, Martinez, CA is in the Bay Area High Threat Urban Area.
Do you post the questions and answers that you receive through email on the TSA Grants website?  I did not see them posted.  

The questions and answers received through email and those received on these weekly conference calls are posted on our website.  We have however been experiencing a bit of a back-log in posting materials to our website.   We send the materials to our web people in packets so as not to overwhelm them and will have the questions and answers posted as soon as possible.  

Is there a temperature range that has been specified for the GPS system?  

Follow up: No, there is no specific temperature range required for the GPS units.  There is an expectation, however, that the system will function within reasonable temperature ranges for all parts of the rail car’s area of operation.
Is there any polling (i.e. pinging) frequency limit on the GPS system (e.g. once per hour)?

Yes.  You can find some of the GPS data requirements starting on page 6 of the FY 2010 FRSGP Guidance and Application Kit.  Information Bulletin #301 (IB #301) also contains more detail about the specific requirements concerning the pinging of the GPS system.  You can find this IB on our website at: www.tsa.gov/grants under the FY 2009 Freight Rail Program.  Once there, click on the link for the Grant Guidance and Application Kit and scroll to the bottom of that page for IB #301 which has more information on the GPS system requirements.  These documents outline when the GPS unit is expected to ping.  Generally, we have said that a 15 minute interval between the event, such as reaching a High Threat Urban Area (HTUA) and a GPS ping is acceptable. 
We looked around for some specification on the Universal Communication Interface (UCI) and from what I have learned, it is still in development.  Is there any timeframe on when it will be released?

You are correct in that, is has not been finalized yet.  Once it is finalized, we will get that information out to the recipients of the FY 2009 and FY 2010 FRSGP grants.  We do not expect it to be finalized until sometime after the FY 2010 FRSGP awards are announced.

