Are there any other significant changes to the IBSGP program from last year?  
No. 

Are there any changes regarding the reporting systems or application systems?  
You will still be using PARS for reporting and you will submit your applications through grants.gov as you did last year.  The new system, ND grants is not up and running. You will be notified if and when that transition takes place.

Are the eligible projects the same as last year? 
Yes. There have been no changes in the types of projects that are eligible for the FY 2010 IBSGP.  You will find more information on the project types starting on page 19 in the grant guidance.

Will we be able to apply for maintenance costs for the IBSGP?  
An Information Bulletin (IB 336) was recently released that concerned maintenance and sustainment costs and IBSGP was not included in the list of applicable grant programs. At first, we were instructed that the IBSGP would qualify under this IB but after further review it was decided that IB 336 does not apply to IBSGP.  Therefore, costs associated with maintenance contracts, warranties, repair or replacement costs, upgrades, and user fees are not allowable costs for the IBSGP.
Are there any other grant programs for which IB 336 does not apply?  
The only other transportation grant program prevented from applying for maintenance projects is the Freight Rail Security Grant Program (FRSGP).  
If we had a project that needed maintenance, would we then be better off scrapping it and starting over with a new project?  
We know that maintenance and sustainment costs are a concern within the grant community but yes, you would be better off applying for funds for a new project as maintenance costs are unallowable. 
If there is a difference in the eligibility of maintenance costs for IBSGP, is the 25% cost share requirement applicable to other grant programs as well?  
The cost share requirement varies by grant program. We have been listening to your concerns and had been working to have the cost share requirement removed. 
