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· The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) incorporates multiple layers of security to ensure the safety of the traveling public and the Nation's transportation system. One of these layers is the checking of passenger information against the consolidated government watch lists to identify and prevent individuals who pose a threat to aviation or national security from boarding an aircraft.
· Under the Secure Flight program, airline passengers are required to provide their full name (as it appears on the passenger’s identification document they plan on using when traveling), date of birth, gender, and Redress Number (if available) when making airline reservations.
· Providing the required data elements enables Secure Flight to more effectively perform watch list matching. More than 99 percent of passengers will be cleared to print their boarding passes at home when complete information is provided.
· During the booking process, passengers should ensure they are being prompted to and are providing complete information, whether they book their flights with airlines, travel agents or online booking sites, to ensure they are not misidentified and to avoid unnecessary delays.
· TSA is able to perform watch list matching prior to the passengers arriving at the airport for their flights, resulting in a better travel experience for passengers. 
· Secure Flight will provide numerous benefits to the traveling public:
· Enhances the security of commercial air travel
· Raises the baseline standard in terms of the technology and automation used in watch list matching
· Decreases the chance for compromised watch list data by limiting its distribution
· Expedites law enforcement notification by gaining earlier insight to potential matches
· Provides fair, equitable, and consistent watch list matching across all airlines
· Facilitates an expedited and integrated redress process for misidentified passengers
· Supports the travel industry’s operational needs
· Secure Flight offers an improved redress process through the Department of Homeland Security Traveler Redress Inquiry Program (DHS TRIP). Secure Flight uses the results of the redress process in its watch list matching process, thus preventing future misidentifications of passengers who may have a name that is similar to an individual on the watch list. Passengers can find more information and apply for redress at www.dhs.gov/trip.
· Privacy of individuals’ information is a cornerstone of the Secure Flight program. TSA collects the minimum amount of personal information necessary to conduct effective watch list matching.  Furthermore, personal data is handled in accordance with stringent guidelines and all applicable privacy laws and regulations. 
· If you would like to know more about these changes, visit TSA’s Secure Flight Web site (www.tsa.gov/SecureFlight).
