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Dallas                  Hong Kong                 London

October 4, 2005
Mr. Joseph Corrao

Office Transportation Security Policy

Transportation Security Administration

601 South 12th Street

Arlington, VA  22202

Re:  Report of the Secure Flight Working Group of September 19, 2005
Dear Joe,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the report that ASAC accepted and voted to forward to the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) on September 22, 2005. 

The International Airline Passengers Association (IAPA) is a membership organization for frequent airline travelers.  Founded in the United States in 1960, it represents members on matters affecting the safety, security, convenience, comfort and economy of air travel.
We appreciate the extensive work the members of the Secure Flight Working Group did in reference to privacy protection.  The purpose of this letter is not to comment on specific information provided in the report.  The purpose is to express our concern that the report reflects the sole view of privacy advocates and not necessarily that of passengers that frequently use the system.
We encourage the TSA to continue work on a program that will provide the ability to recognize those individuals that need additional screening thus making the system less difficult for those that do not.  We encourage the continued research and development of technology, such as the use of biometrics that are already proving to be promising in other programs.  
In conclusion, the report, while beneficial in addressing individual privacy concerns, may not accurately reflect the views of the frequent airline passenger, who wants an efficient, accurate screening process.  We encourage that future working groups on this subject should include operators and frequent users of the aviation system to provide additional insight and balance.
Sincerely,

Nancy McKinley

Manager Consumer & Industry Affairs

International Airline Passengers Association
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